Free recall of lists of word and sign labels by severely handicapped children.
Two experiments are reported which tested short-term recall of lists of four sign or four word labels by severely handicapped children. The findings suggest that the subjects were more efficient at processing words than signs in short-term memory, and that their organization of sign and word lists were affected by the length of time the material had to be held in short-term store. Both of these effects were influenced by whether or not the subjects had to use the stimuli as labels when making a response.